IS JESUS CHRIST REALLY GOD?
Hence the non-Christian hypotheses succeed one another with the restless fertility of bewilderment. – C.S. Lewis describing attempts at debunking Jesus’ deity
1. Many critics have charged that Jesus was a mere man and not God. 

a. A Ready Defense by Josh McDowell has been used extensively in preparing these notes. 
b. Remember: In apologetics, always use the medium used by your opponent. 

i. Establish a common ground from which a logical defense of the Truth can be made. 

ii. If debating with an evolutionist, use science. 

iii. If debating with a philosopher use logic.

iv. If debating with a muslim, use the Qur’an’s references to Jesus.

v. If debating with one who has perverted Christian doctrine, use the Bible.

vi. Use other media when appropriate. 

vii. We will employ the 5th technique today. 
c. The criticism usually proceeds as follows: 
i. Jesus never claimed to be God

ii. Jesus’ deity was a fabrication created by his disciples

1. This criticism supposes the book of John is the only source of Jesus’ claims of deity. 

2. Critics insist this book was the last gospel written and assume that Jesus’ deity had been fabricated before it’s writing. 

3. Note: John A. T. Robinson gives a convincing argument for an early dating (AD 50-65) of the book of John in Redating the New Testament. 
iii. Jesus’ followers misunderstood his true identity
d. The Bible is full of verses which support the idea of the trinity and specifically the deity of Jesus Christ.
2. There are a few main groups which criticize Jesus’ deity.

a. Jehovah’s witnesses. 
b. Mormons (to some extent). 

c. Modern academia (ex. The Jesus Seminar)

i. Their claim, “Jesus was just a good teacher.”

ii. Counter with liar, lunatic or Lord argument. 

3. The Biblical context. 

a. The Bible has multiple references concerning the Trinity

i. A few examples of Old Testament references:
1. Gen.1:26 – “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness.’”

2. Deut.6:4 – “Hear O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one.”

a. The Hebrew word used here for ‘one’ is echod, which means “a composite unity.” This verse is another reference to the idea expressed throughout the Bible that there is one God manifest and expressed in three persons. 
ii. A few examples of New Testament references: 

1. Jn.5:23, 2Cor.13:14, Eph.1:13-14, Eph.2:18, 1Peter 1:2, 1Jn.5:20. 
b. The Holy Spirit’s deity is more rarely challenged; below are listed a few examples of verses which support His deity and the reality of His true identity and person. 

i. Jn.3:6, 14:26, 16:8, Rom.8:26-27, 1Cor.12:13, Eph.4:30

c. The Bible clearly states that Jesus is by nature God and that He gave up His inherent glory, for a short period of time, to become fully man, while on earth. 

i. Phil.2:5-11 – States that Jesus “who being in very nature God” relinquished that position for a time (while on this earth) having “made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.” 
ii. In Jn.14:28 Concerning His position while on this earth, Jesus makes the claim that “the father is greater than I am,” illustrating His complete humanity while on this earth.  
iii. This same issue is at play when the Bible says (James 1:13) that “God cannot be tempted” But also claims that Jesus was tempted (Lk.4, Heb.4:15). 

1. Remember the context of these verses: Jesus was God before He came to earth (Jn.1:1), He relinquished that position while on this earth, He was restored to that glory upon leaving this earth (Jn.17:5). 
a. Jn.17:5 – Jesus states that when He returns to the father after leaving earth He will reassume the glory that He had with the father before the world began.”
b. Jn.14:6 – “I am the way and the truth and the life.” 

c. Jn.14:8-11 – Jesus claims to be one with the father.
d. The Bible describes Jesus’ deity in very definitive fashion. Here are just a few verses which illustrate this: 
i. Matthew 1:23 (a quotation of Is.7:14) – “‘Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call his name Immanuel,’ which is translated ‘God with us.’”
ii. Mark 1:1-3, Luke 3:4 – Defines Jesus as the Lord, quoting Is.40:3-5, which used the Hebrew word for Jehovah – almighty God.

1. Note: This is just one example. There are many Old Testament references to Jehovah which the New Testament attributes to Jesus. 

a. Example: compare Phil.2:11 – “And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the father.” with Is.45:23 – God says of Himself that “to me every knee will bow.”
b. Also see Jer.23:6 and 1Cor.1:30. 

c. Also see Ps.110:1 and Heb.1:8-10. 
iii. John 1:1 – “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God.” (Jn.1:14 then clarifies that Jesus is the Word described in Jn.1:1). 
1. Note: The Greek is even more explicit here – the Greek says “God was the Word” which is translated as “the Word was God.”

2. JW’s changed this to “the Word was a god.”

iv. John 5:18 – Says, “the Jews sought all the more to kill Him because He…said that God was his father, making Himself equal with God.”

1. Keep this in mind reading the many verses in which Jesus claimed to be God’s son – These were all seen by the Jews as assertions of His equality with God. 
v. John 5:23 – explains that “he who does not honor the Son, does not honor the Father who sent Him.”
vi. John 8:58 – “Jesus said to them, ‘Most assuredly I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.”

1. See Ex.3:13-14.

2. This is just one instance where Jesus equated himself with Jehovah God – I AM.

3. The Jews understood Jesus’ claim to deity here – the next verse explains that they tried to stone Him after this remark. 

4. JW’s changed this to “before Abraham was, I have been.”

vii. John 10:33 – The Jews accused Jesus saying, “you make yourself out to be God.”
viii. John 20:28 – After seeing the risen Christ, Thomas replies “My Lord and my God.” Jesus then replies “because you have seen me, you believe,” validating Thomas’ assertion. 
1. Compare this revelation to Thomas’ question and Jesus’ answer in Jn.14:8-11. 
ix. Acts 20:28 – Says that God bought the church with His own blood. Jesus’ blood is the blood which was shed for our salvation leaving one with only one possible conclusion – Jesus is God. 
x. Romans 9:5 – “…from whom, according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen.”
xi. Colossians 1:15-18 – says that Jesus is “the image of the invisible God,” and further explains that “by Him all things were created,” He is “before all things and in Him all things consist and He is the head of the Body,” that “in all things He may have the preeminence.” 
1. Note: the JW’s have added other 4 times in front of the word “things” to imply that this passage implies that Jesus holds these positions only with created things – claiming that He also was created. C.T. Russell even commented on this saying, “thus he is ranked with all other creation.”
xii. Colossians 2:9 -  “For in Him dwells the fullness of the Godhead bodily.”
1. The Greek word Theotetes means “Godhead, deity.”

xiii. 1 Timothy 3:16 – “God was manifest in the flesh.” 
xiv. Titus 2:13 – Looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and savior, Jesus Christ. 

xv. Titus 3:4 – Describes Jesus as “God our savior.”

xvi. Hebrews 1:3 – defines Jesus as the “express image of His (God’s) person.” This verse has a bunch of other great stuff also. 

e. Also note that Paul often quoted Old Testament scripture which used the Hebrew word for Jehovah translating this word as Lord the same word he used for Jesus many times.
i. Examples: Rom.9:29 and Is.1:9, Rom.10:13 and Joel 2:32, Rom.14:11 and Is.45:23.  
f. It was understood By the Jews that the Messiah would be seen as deity.

i. Ps.2:8, 12, 45:3-7, Is.9:6-7, Jer.23:6, Dan.7:14 and Zech.12:10.
g. Jesus claims that only God is good and also claims he is good. 
i. Mk.10:18, Lk.18:19 – Jesus gives a rhetorical answer saying that only God is good thus equating himself with God. 

ii. Jn.10:32-33 – Jesus claims to be a doer of good – a claim his opponents agreed with. 
iii. Jesus claimed attributes reserved only for Jehovah. 

iv. Shepherd (Lk.15)
v. Rock (Mt.7:24-27)

vi. Sower (Mt.13:24-30)

4. There are many useful analogies concerning the trinity.

a. An apple has fruit, a core and skin.

b. Human beings are made up of a body, a spirit and a soul.

c. H2O exists as liquid water, water vapor and ice. 

5. Reason for these notes and all apologetics: always turn people back to Jesus. 

a. The reason that people deny His deity is that He alone is the way, the Truth and the life (Jn.14:6). 

b. If He is God, His message requires action.

c. Desiring to live outside of conformity with His commands requires that one debunk his position as God. 
