Cross Training

Advanced Apologetics 1

How Can a Loving God Allow Evil and Suffering?

Throughout his history, man has struggled with the problem of the existence of evil and its origin. There are no pat answers to this profound question.

I. Statement of the problem.

In the classic statement of the problem, “Either God is all-powerful but not all-good, and therefore does not stop evil, or He is all-good but unable to stop evil, in which case He is not all-powerful.

II. Considerations.

1. Man was created good. “And God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was very good.” (Genesis 1:31)

2. Man was given the ability to choose good or evil. Why didn’t God make man so that he couldn’t sin? God could have done so, but we would no longer be human beings; we would be robots. Love is voluntary. God loved us enough to even give us the choice of rejecting Him. If freedom of choice is going to be genuine, the choice of rejecting God’s love and rebelling against Him must be a true alternative. Man was created a non-determined being, a free moral agent (Genesis 2:16, 17; Romans 9:20, 21)

3. Man chose to disobey God. Man, as a non-determined being (free moral agent), chose to sin, which resulted in evil and suffering (Genesis 3:16-19). Because of man’s continual rebellion against God, much of the suffering in the world can be traced directly to the evil choices men and women make (e.g. a drunken drive killing an innocent pedestrian). Evil comes from man, not God (Mark 7:21, 22; Romans 1:28-32; James 1:14, 15; 4:1).

Good comes from God (James 1:17; Luke 18:19)

4. God could stamp out evil if He wanted to – in fact, someday He will. (II Peter 3:10-13; Hebrews 1:10-12). Why doesn’t God stop wars, suffering and disease? Because if God were to judge all evil today He would do a complete job. If God stamped out evil today, none of us would be left. “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed because His compassions fail not” (Lamentations 3:22). Also, God’s judgement is preceded by warning. Only after warning is persistently ignored and rejected does judgement come: “I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked… turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?” (Ezekial 33:11) God is postponing judgement at the present time out of love.

5. God has done something about evil. (II Corinthians 5:21; Isaiah 53:12) Goethe, the German poet and novelist said, “If I were God, the suffering of the world would break my heart.” It did. In a Messianic Psalm, Christ speaks through the prophet and says, “Reproach hath broken my heart, and I am full of heaviness… they gave me gall… and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.” (Psalms 69:20,21) Also, see Romans 5:8 and Luke 19:41. God Himself is the great sufferer and has fully met the problem of evil in giving His only Son, Jesus Christ, at infinite cost to Himself. The suffering of the world broke God’s heart… at the cross.

6. The Christian has a different perspective on suffering. The goodness of God and the existence of suffering in the world need not be contradictory. Suffering can be used for constructive purposes. For example:

a) For instruction and education (Job 42:5,6; II Corinthians 1:9).

b) For correction (Hebrews 12:5,6).

c) To keep down pride (II Corinthians 12:7-10).

d) To test our faith (I Peter 1:6; Hebrews 3:17,18)

e) To develop patience (James 1:4).

f) As a testimony to others (I Peter 4:12,13).

g) To get to know Christ better (Philippians 3:10,11).

h) For disciplinary reasons (I Corinthians 11:20-22, 27-32; I John 5:16).

i) To bring us to maturity (I Peter 5:10).

j) To Glorify God through our suffering (John 9:3).

To demonstrate the different perspective of Christians in suffering, relate this story: Recently, at a conference at Mount Hermon in northern California, a group of students was sitting around a campfire, sharing what Christ meant to them and how thankful they were for various thing in the world and nature. As they sat around the campfire in the midst of pine-studded hills surrounding the campsite, they became aware of a blind girl attending the conference who has been listening attentively to all their comments. Finally she spoke, “I’m thankful tonight that I was born blind, because the first thing that I will ever see is Jesus. I have virgin eyes for Him.”

III. Conclusion.

How could a loving God send people to hell? God sends no one to hell. Each person sends himself. God has done all that is necessary for us to be forgiven, redeemed, cleansed and made fit for His presence. “The Lord is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” (II Peter 3:9) All that remains is for us to receive this gift. If we refuse, God has no alternative but to give us our choice.

The origin of evil is an academic question. The question we should ask is, “What can be done about the present fact of evil?” Christ is the answer for evil. He alone can change men’s lives. Trusting Christ as Savior will not eliminate evil from our lives or the world. But it will change our desires to do evil and our perspective concerning evil. The initial question, “How can a loving God allow evil and suffering?” will then be restated, “Why does a loving God allow evil and suffering?” We will think often on this question. As we trust God, we will get some insights into its answer, but with our finite minds, we will never have all the answers. God is god, and we must have the same trust that Job had when he said, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him.” (Job 13:15)
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